TWO PUBLIC ENQUIRIES: GROWTH AND DISSENSION
8. THE PRINTED BOOKS: THE CATALOGUE
In the Printed Books the large accessions, especially from 1846,
prevented much activity in the production of special catalogues,
though (as in the Manuscripts) Music and Maps were taken in hand.'
The time was hardly ripe for them while the collections were in an
early stage of growth, and only a part of the use of special catalogues
is to call lacunae to the notice of possible benefactors. So a suggestion
of a catalogue of early printed books made by Croker bore no fruit.
But in both Departments advantage was taken of the new galleries
(though not till 1851) for small exhibitions, which had been pro-
jected twenty years before but postponed for want of space.
The move to the new house and the work on the increasing
accessions were doubtless laborious, but they were not controversial
activities. It was far otherwise with the Alphabetical Catalogue. On
30th April, 1834, the Trustees had decided to suspend the Classified
Catalogue which had for some time been languishing, owing to the
greater need for the men in cataloguing accessions for insertion in the
old octavo catalogue. The state of the staff and Reading Room copies
of this was by now chaotic with erasures and interlineations; it was
almost  unusable.   Moreover  collections  like the  King's,   Banks,
Thomason and French Revolution were not included. The Trustees
therefore rightly decided on a new alphabetical catalogue of the whole
Library, in spite of their Principal Librarian's opinion that readers
should depend for accessions on the Librarian's memory. But they
inadvisedly rejected Baber's recommendation of putting the work
under one competent general editor (i.e. Panizzi) and gave it to four
inferior men', who had no head over them. The result of their work
was negligible. Baber reported again, on igth January, 1836, in a
, document which was certainly largely written by Panizzi, for it
expounded his principles of cataloguing shelf by shelf. On 23rd Feb-
ruary Panizzi himself put in a long and considered report, which
anticipates the main principles of library cataloguing as now long
understood by all librarians, and again, after his succession to the
Keepership, he urged that on the old system there was no hope of a
catalogue in any reasonable time. But Ellis was part-author of.the old
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